ARA / DRA Meeting

Minutes of 06/03/08

Present:  Jim Brown, Jesus Zornoza, Craig Richardson, Mark Wantroba, Judy Whelan, Kathy Zolad, Rick Eddy, Joe Maimone, Stan Kupinski, Jerry Korn, Tom Mattera, John Gugliotti, Dean Myshrall, David Capodiece, Glenn Randmer, Kenny Brown, Carl DalBon, John Collins and Mario Gilardini.

SYRA - Jim Brown reported about the CT Cup finals coming up in Simsbury, he asked for input from DRA’s from every district to recognize referee’s hard work.  Thanked all ARA’s and DRA’s. 

· North central – Mario Gilardini – Spring season went unusually smoothly.

· Southeast – David Capodiece – just started as ARA .  He had a Cup game suspended because the coach pulled the team off with 5 minutes to go in the game. 

· Northwest – Craig Richardson has a problem with assignors caring; he would like to have the first entry.

· The rest of the districts had no problems to report.

It was reiterated that all DRA’s should tell the referees to read the rules of competition, especially that coaches do not have to be on the team roster.

Jesus thinks assignors need a recert class to reinforce all the material taught at the entry class and to bring new information concerning competitions and networking.
It was suggested we have a clearing house of all the rules of competition of all leagues; the assignors are operating in a vacuum.

Final registration for 2008 was 3798 referees. The attrition rate was 31%

All distribution lists to assignors and tournaments have to be encrypted.  The eventual goal is for assignors to be able to enter the system and get the information on their own.

State Referee Meeting

Minutes of 06/03/2008

Draft
Present:  Kathy Zolad, Jesus Zornoza, Jim Brown, Tom Mattera, Kenny Brown, and John Collins
Guests:  Rick Eddy, Craig Richardson, Mark Wantroba, Judy Whelan, Stan Kupinski, Jerry Korn,  John Gugliotti, Dean Myshrall, David Capodiece, Glen Randmer, and Mario Gilardini

Kathy Zolad started the meeting at 7:30PM.
Minutes from the SRC, March 18, 2008 meeting were approved.  

SRA:  Jesus asked Stan to give the report on registration statistics for the 07/08 seasonal year.  Stan reported an overall retention rate of 69% of referees, in the past we had retained 71-72%.  He further stated compared to other states we are doing well, the national average is 60% retention.   Our Grade 7’s show a greater reduction in numbers due to the fact that many Grade 7’s have upgraded to Grade 6 and many others decided not to take the required fitness test.
Jesus informed the committee that an increase in referee fees is being discussed by US Soccer.  At this time, we do not know how much will be retained by the state, presently it is 50%.  We will be presenting a balanced budget for review, based on the financial facts as we know them, at the August SRC meeting. 
A discussion followed regarding the pattern by some clubs of significantly increasing referee fees to attract or retain the more qualified officials to their games.  This is a topic that will have to watch.
Jesus addressed the limitations of our current web hosting supplier.  We do not own the source code and we are having serious customer service concerns.  Communication with a new company has begun.  The new provider will write the code, but we will control the source code.  
· Motion made by Jim Brown, seconded by Jesus Zornoza to pursue a statement of review and contract with another company with a contract cap of $10,000.00.  Motion passed unanimously.

Jim Brown then gave a review of the upcoming procedures regarding recerts and entry level clinics: 
· Recerts will stay the same as last year with a start date of October 18th.  There will be a recertification  at referee camps.  Those attending referee camp will get credit for classroom time and will only have to take an online test.  Recerts will again end at the CJSA AGM, the last weekend in January.  Grade 8 referees will get two chances to pass the recert test, grade 7 and above only one chance to pass the recert test before they have to attend a remedial class where they will again be tested.

· Entry level – the knowledge portion will now be online in 19 modules (17 laws and memorandums).  It will be an interactive program where the students are tested and must pass each section before they can move on.  The final test will still be a classroom session, there will be 4 hours of field training/review and 2 hours of testing.  We envision field training to be done in stations, for example pregame, checking field, etc.   We will have to have a training session for instructors on the field session.  We hope to have a live chat available for those in the entry level classes for anyone with questions.  Once you register to take an entry level class you have a certain time frame to complete the class on line, at this time we think that will be 30 days.

John Collins gave an update on the assessment program:

· Assessment – we have 12 new assessors from the March course.  Jim Brown was promoted to State Assessor and Rick Eddy is one of 23 referee inspectors appointed by the federation.  Fees for upgrade will include the minimum number of assessments required.  If an assessment is failed, the referee requesting the upgrade will have to pay for the additional assessments.  National referees that fail will be billed.  No one can go out of state to get an assessment without the SDA’s approval.  Every time a referee is assessed Jesus needs to know.

Carl DalBon spoke about the assigning program:

Assignors – Assignors can be appointed on a one year emergency basis, we should be reporting uncertified assignors.  There will be an assignor course 8/23/08.
Next SRC meeting scheduled for August 26, 2008 at 7:00pm (changed to August 27, 2008)

Meeting was adjourned at 9:15pm.
