DRAFT COPY

MINUTES OF STATE REFEREE MEETING

DECEMBER 4, 2003

Present at tonight’s meeting were the following: Don Minton, Jesus Zornoza, Sue Schultz, Kathy Zolad, John Gugliotti, Dean Myshrall, Steven Wollins, Stan Kupinski, Joe Maimone, Glen Randmar, Doug Mariano, Dave Carmody, Rick Eddy, Carl Dal Bon, Ann Powers, John Collins, and Gerry Koppe.

Don started the DRA meeting at 6:30 PM.

Jesus Zornoza opened up the meeting with a discussion regarding Referee Fees.  CJSA has published a list of minimum fees in their Guidebook for the State sponsored competitive matches.  Jesus did not get too much feedback on this from anyone regarding what their districts feel the fees should be.  He heard from Raul Marques.  

Kathy Zolad stated that the Cup Committee met and discussed the same subject and that they would be agreeable to do whatever the referees would like.  John Gugliotti stated that the NW district is in line with the CJSA fees that are published in the book.  He also stated that these fees vary all over the state.  He felt that all of the clubs should be consistent with the published fees.  Kathy told all present that we cannot mandate the fees but we can set a fair fee.  At the cup meeting the fees were changed as follows:  


U11-14 $40 Ref and $20 Assist. Ref




U15-19 $50 Ref and $25 Assist. Ref

The BOD will next meet on January 12, 2004 to discuss these changes to make the above effective in 2004.  Kathy has spoken to US Youth Soccer, Larry Monoco and that is what they want us to go by, the fees that are listed in our Rule Book.  Don Minton felt that everyone has the image and feels that referee behavior is being driven by the dollar amount.  Issue is being pushed as to where the referee is going to go.  

Jesus will collect all of this information for the next meeting.  We can talk amongst ourselves and come up with one number for consideration.  Jesus will then bring it to the BOD.  This would be regarding the three state sponsored competitions, State League, State Cup, and CT Cup.

Dean Myshrall felt that he would like to see Referee reports going out to all the DRA’s that are involved in that game report.  This way they will remain informed as to things that are going on in these games.  Jesus will come up with a distribution policy for these reports.
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John felt that a big problem was the game changes that come through on a lot of matches.  He believes that the only reasons there can be a game change are Cup conflict and weather conditions.  John Collins felt that any changes regarding games should come from CJSA and no one else.  This makes it more in line with a real league.  Jesus stated that we are aware of many of these problems.  If the Rules are taken out of the book then they can be changed as Policy rather than Rules.  John would like to see more centralization as it would be best for everyone.

Steven Wollins next handed out information regarding instruction.  There is a Grade 9 Recreational Referee Course, which he feels is really a good course.  He outlined what the program entails and that there were several options for presenting the course.  

He also handed out information regarding what is required to become a Recreational Youth Referee Instructor.  We do need more instructors.

Steve handed out a listing of Referee Entry Level Clinics that Sue will put on the website.  If you check and your clinic does not appear sent it in again.  The DRA should administer these clinics, and they should all come through the DRA. 

There will be an Assignor Clinic and a Recert as well at the AGM on January 24, 2004 in Farmington, CT.  The referee events from the National Convention in Boston are not as yet posted.  

STATE REFEREE MEETING

Don began the meeting at 7:30 PM.

MINUTES:
Motion to accept the minutes of October 23, 2003 as submitted was made by Jesus Zornoza.  Seconded by Rick Eddy.  Vote was unanimous.  Motion passed.

REPORTS:
SYRA:  Jesus has put together a Policy Manual for the Referees and he had asked for input at the October meeting but did not receive input from too many.  He has been working on this for many years and would like to get approval from the group tonight.

The following changes should be made:

Dave Carmody stated that wherever the word amateur(s) appears it should be changed to adult.  

Policy 201 should be changed to Minimum-Maximum Requirements.
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Policy 203 the penalty time should be changed to 14 days, add required game reports as follows, If the CSRP office does not receive the proper fee and required game reports within 14 days of the game date, the referee will be declared in bad standing. 

On Page 17, Section 4 Delete this section.  Then renumber the sections.
On Page 21 – change the days as follows: 7 days for Feedback to the match officials and 7 days to the SDA.

On Page 22, Section 6 Delete (b) and (c).  Also edit comment at bottom.

There was some discussion regarding some form of compensation paid when it is very close to the game time and the game is canceled.

Jesus stated that they will revisit the Policy Manual on a yearly basis.

On Page 25 – changes as follows:  1.  Effective September 1, 2004, each instructor certified through the SSRP of the Connecticut State Soccer Association, Inc.

Also change numbers listed as follows:






Annual Recert

Total Annual Clinics


National


Clinics


Required







3


5







3


5







3


5

2 3

Also correct numbering after 2. and add the following:


4.  An instructor may request a written leave of absence for up to two years to be reviewed and granted by the SDI and SDA.


5.  An assessor may request a written leave of absence for up to two years to be reviewed and granted by the SDI and SDA. 







Section 1 add – The minimum requirements for associate instructor certification are as follows:

Section 2 add – INSTRUCTOR PAY FOR 2003-2004 – Associate or higher

Page 26  Policy 502 Adult Section (to be added by Dave Carmody).

Page 27 – Section 205 add – The SDA is responsible for ensuring that all State Cup and Connecticut Cup Finals are assessed as requested by the SYRA.
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Page 39 – Delete until the AGM section on DRA.

Motion was made to adopt this Policy Manual with the changes that were made tonight by Jesus Zornoza.  Seconded by Doug Mariano.  Vote was unanimous.  Motion Passed. 

Don Minton thanked Jesus for his work on the Policy Manual and asked that all do the necessary work before the meeting takes place so that these changes would have already been done and we could move on to other matters faster.

He also welcomed Ann Powers.  She will be helping with the upgrade process.  A template has been created with guidelines for referees to upgrade.  Ann will coordinate with Doug and Jesus.  She will help facilitate the upgrade process.  

As a point of information John Bouda is the State Referee Administrator.  

Kathy stated that CJSA is having their Rules Meeting on Sunday morning.  We will send this information out after the BOD votes on the proposals.  One of the proposals is Article 6, Section 12 regarding the DRA being appointed by the President of CJSA.  This would be a change that would affect the committee members.

Jesus would like to do a massive newsletter to notify all referees in the state of all of the changes and the new Policy Manual.

He also stated that this past Fall regarding the State League send offs were made on the coaches more than the players.  Perhaps our suspensions should be increased to handle this problem better.  Perhaps we should go from 2 games to four games or three games.  The BOD will have to look into this.

There have also been 707 recerts as of today for 2004.

TECHNICAL OFFICE/ADULT ASSIGNOR REPORT:  Stan reported that the website is up and running.  He sent a test email and hopes to refine the emails perhaps by group.  He is also looking for constructive criticisms.  He wants all to get the word out on the website being ready and to start using it.  www.ctreferee.org.  He still needs help on the technical side and thanked Glen Randmar for working on this with him.  Perhaps Ann Powers could give him some input as well.  

Stan wants to get more forms up on the website and asked Steven for the Entry Level Forms and the retest form.  Steven does not want to put these on the website and would like to see some other forms taken off as well.  He would do this if there was secure access created here.
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A list of frequently asked questions would also be a good thing to have on our website.    Needs the SRC, SRA, and SDI. to give him a list of the above.  Clinic questions are going to the office and Sue has been taken care of them.

ASSIGNOR REPORT:  Carl Dal Bon stated that Assignor Certification is here to stay and it has to happen.  He has spoken to the New London assignor and everything is taken care of.  

REFEREE REP.:  Rick Eddy had no report.

ASSESSOR:  Doug Mariano has emailed some assessors and not heard from them.  He has two more people (besides Don) that have not recertified.  

John Collins had a question for Steven Wollins regarding having to reschedule clinics this weekend due to weather conditions.  Steven has no problem with him doing this.

CJSA:  Kathy stated that this will be the last meeting the SRC will be having at this office.  We should be in our new headquarters next year.

CSSA:  Dave Carmody stated that CSSA has done a good job in terms of getting games done.  Some adults not in and he too needs help to build a website.  

FOR THE GOOD OF SOCCER:  Dave mentioned a problem regarding Luigi “Gigi” Garofono.  He is incarcerated now and is awaiting a hearing.  Dave requested that anyone who knew him to write letters of recommendation to the immigration judge.  They have ceased his passport and green card.  Please email them to www.dcarmody@cttel.net.  

Jesus stated that since the Referees have been under the umbrella of CJSA things have improved.  Jesus thanks the office staff, Kathy, Sue, Judy, and Gerry for their help.  

He also thanked Stan for his hard work and presented a small token of thanks to him.  He has done a tremendous amount of work on the website.  

Dave also mentioned that the CT men’s Select Team is going to the Donnelly Cup in Florida in January, 2004.  
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Kathy stated that CJSA has hired a Director of Coaching and he is Jim Lennox.  

Meeting adjourned at 9:30 PM.  The next meeting of the SRC will be February 12, 2004.

Submitted by:

Gerry Koppe

