MINUTES OF STATE REFEREE MEETING

OCTOBER 23, 2003

Present at tonight’s meeting were the following: Don Minton, Jesus Zornoza, Sue Schultz, Kathy Zolad, John Gugliotti, Dean Myshrall, Michael Long, Raul Marques, Steven Wollins, Stan Kupinski, Joe Maimone, Glen Randmar, Doug Mariano, and Jerry Korn.  Dave Carmody was there for a brief time.

Don started the DRA meeting at 6:35 PM.

Jesus stated that he is still missing some Referee Reports for the Fall State League, mostly from SW and Central Districts.

We received information from Pullen Insurance Company regarding a fatality with portable goalposts.  Please make sure we have this problem taken care of in CT. 

REFEREE FEES:  Were next discussed.  Kathy stated that CJSA has set fees to be paid for the State Cup, CT Cup, and State League.  We set fees for the league as suggested fees and they are a minimum amount that can be paid.  Clubs can pay more.  They cannot pay less than the suggested fees.  The District cannot demand and expect the clubs to pay anything different than the fees listed by CJSA.  If the clubs want to pay something different they can do so.  

Kathy asked if the DRA’s would like to see CJSA list maximum fees instead of minimum fees.  We are on the high side of what fees are being paid.  Most felt that minimum was better.  SW District pays the higher amounts.  They have tried several different things such as travel allowances and that became a real headache, stated by Glen Randmer, SW DRA.

Kathy also felt that clubs have abused the way they handle their referee assigning.  Many reschedule games for no good reason.  There are only two reasons for rescheduling games and they are if a team advances in a cup game and the weather.  

Jesus stated that this is the forum we need to have to make these things better.  It is the same for the adults as it is for the youth.  Games are canceled for no good reason.  We need to strive to become more professional.  We need to bring down the number of assignments that do not happen because a game is canceled.  

Kathy said that she has meetings with her State League Board of Governors and they have a lot of games not played towards the end of the season.  Then the teams are asking for an extension to the season.  They have decided that the season has been set and other than weather related issues we are not going to make the games mandatory if they are not 
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played by the season deadline.  They will be fined for any games not played that are not due to weather issues.  John asked that the referee fees should be paid in these instances when the referee is not told 72 hours before the game is canceled.  Kathy stated that the State League teams pay bonds and we have their money for these fines to be issued and paid.  Dean Myshrall, NC DRA, stated that the referees love to do the Cup games as they know that they will be played as scheduled.  

Jesus wanted all to go over Appendix B from the 2003 CJSA Guidebook regarding referee fee structure and send any input to him by November 1.  How would you like to see the fee structure setup?  Bring this to your district first and get their input, then send your results to him.  Jesus will compile all of this and then present it to the BOD for 2004.  

REFEREE RECERTS:
A draft of a list of various Referee Recerts and Referee Assignor Courses was handed out.  The group went over it and we will go with the Holiday Inn in North Haven on December 13, 2003 and the Courtyard by Marriott in Cromwell on November 23, 2003 for Referee Recerts.  We will have the Referee Assignor Course as well as a Recert at the Farmington Marriott in Farmington at the AGM on January 24, 2004 and we will also have another one on February 28 or March 6 – one of these two dates.  Steve Wollins will check on this for us.  

Don Minton summed up the DRA meeting that the Referees are responsible for their own behavior.  It seems that we talk more about money than we do about being referees.  Glen suggested that maybe in the off season we can have a workshop and try to do something more with the DRA’s.  

Regarding the issue about venues not having the portable goalposts anchored properly, Don stated that the referee just does not let the game kickoff.  We need a safe environment.  

At 7:35 PM Don Minton started the State Referee Committee Meeting. 

MINUTES:
Minutes of September 17, 2003 were accepted as submitted.

SRA REPORT:


Policy Manual – Jesus will bring the policy manual to the SRC for a vote when he has finalized it.  

Regarding the insurance policy that was held for the referees, which was very expensive and had no real coverage included, he will drop this policy.  Very few referees actually benefited by this policy.  He will advise the referees that did use it that we will no longer be carrying this policy.  
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Region I Referee meeting was held in New York City last weekend and Jesus went to it.  There were some changes for ODP and Region I added an extra day – it is a six day event.  The number of referees will be decreased and only two assessors will be needed.  Kathy stated that SNICKERS is not our sponsor any longer.  This is a huge VOID for referee expenses - $6500 we will now have to pay so the referees will be staying in the dorms at URI they are not bad at all.  They will be air-conditioned.  This will help with the transportation issue.  The Assessors will be at the hotel.  

Jesus stated that they are working on a new online assessors form.  It should make everything easier for all assessors.

Camps – we again have been offered the camp at URI for the ODP from Charlotte Moran.  Jesus needs to get approval for the technical support for the two referee camps.  The ODP girls camp has 1500 players that train and play games.  Referees do the games for free.  Jessica will be the camp director again.  He needs about 30-32 referees.

DRA’s in CJSA – Kathy stated that as of now the DRA’s report to the District VP.  She felt that it would be better if they reported to the SYRA.  This change will be proposed at the AGM in our Bylaws.  

Kathy also mentioned that at the Central/NC District meeting that she recently went to they required rosters to be presented in their league games.  Referees cannot tell them that they cannot play the game if they do not have passes or rosters.  You are not the referee police.  You are hired by the club to do the game and you are covered by the State.  Referees can have each player sign their name with player ID number and that is official enough.  Do not stop kids from playing their game.  If the name is not on the roster that is OK too.

Jesus will have all of this on the website.  Dean felt that something should go out to the districts and the clubs regarding each type of competition and what the requirements are for each of them.  Don felt that there seems to be much confusion and we will try to sort this out with the referee doing a match.  

Jesus stated that the Upgrade process is in a state of confusion, Doug agreed with that assessment.  There will be a form on the website that the referee will fill out when requesting an Upgrade.  They will then be sent another form that will be sent to Doug Mariano and Steven Wollins for their approval.  Stanley will create a database for all of the referees to go to regarding Upgrades.  

SDI REPORT:
Steven stated that he is a little bit behind on the Recerts.  The form and the correct fees has to be sent in complete before Nancy will send out the patch.

Grade 9 and Instructor Needs – SW has enough, NC needs more and SE needs one more, NE needs more, SC needs one more.  Grade 9 is a good course and can be done in a 
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weekend.  It is a blue badge and you are allowed to do travel lines up to age 14, cannot do the middle.  

TECHNICAL OFFICE/ADULT ASSIGNOR REPORT:   Stan stated that the new website address is listed in his report, it is not fully ready and there are still some kinks that need to be worked out first.  Do not give the address out yet.  He handed out a listing for the directory on the website.  Please list the name and phone numbers/email addresses or whatever number you wish to be listed in it.  He will be adding more forms to the website in the future.  Let him know of anything that you do not like or wish to have changed.  Keep us informed so our website can be accurate.  

He would like to list mission statements from SDI, SDA, and CoA.  Needs this info from them.  

Don stated that Carl DalBon had stated in a report that he wanted to go before the BOD regarding referee assigning.  Kathy felt that Jesus would be the one that should do this at the next BOD meeting in November.  

John Collins had submitted a lengthy report but was not present tonight to discuss it

SDA REPORT:   Doug Mariano stated that he is getting through week by week.  We are losing one assessor and he will be missed.  He is also having trouble getting information from the State assessors.

NEW BUSINESS:
Steven stated that he needs more information regarding the clinics that were presented before for Referee Recerts and Referee Assignors.  Items such as how many TV’s or is it a huge screen?  Needs to know this in advance.  He and Kathy will go over this afterwards.

NEXT MEETING FOR THE STATE REFEREE COMMITTEE WILL BE DECEMBER 4 AT 6:30 PM FOR DRA MEETING, FOLLOWED BY THE STATE REFEREE COMMITTEE MEETING.  

Kathy will advise the committee if we have moved into our new headquarters at 111 Executive Drive, Farmington, CT. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:15 PM.

Submitted by:

Gerry Koppe

