ARA / DRA Meeting
Minutes of 03/18/08
Present:  Jim Brown, Mike Connor, Jesus Zornoza, Craig Richardson, Mark Wantroba, Judy Whelan, Kathy Zolad, Rick Eddy, Joe Maimone, Paul Barbagallo, Ken Brown, Stan Kupinski, and Mario Gilardini.
ARA Meeting

SYRA - Jim Brown reported that the Cup Matches can be assigned by the DRA’s but he needs to see U17 and above to make sure that the referee can handle the older players.  We are going to try to keep track of the Premier League and ask that you submit schedules of the matches assigned and the referee names so this can be tracked easier.  We need to identify those that are doing matches.  Rick stated that if someone needs a ride he is the coach mentor and can help out in that regard.
The online Entry Level Modules will be up and ready after June 30, 2008.  It will be two sessions, field and test.  This will cut down the process and reduce the time spent on this module.
Our new software is taking care of many items and it is cost effective.  We are looking for some volunteers to take part in the testing to see how it is going.  

NOTE:  Determination of fees – this will need to be done at the Budget meeting.

Stan Kupinski reported CSRD can email the instructors and you can log in – instant messaging.  
NOTE:  Stan said that he could set up something for Judy so she could just email those people who have not paid for a clinic.

Rick Eddy had nothing to report on tonight.

Mario Gilardini from NC District would like to know that when an assessor does an assessment could he get a copy of this assessment?  This cannot be done as this is a document between the assessor and the referee.  No one else can see that report.  However, a feedback report could be done by the assessor to the assignor letting them know in an informal way what the referee needs to work on.  This info would be very helpful to the DRA’s.

Craig Richardson said that he needs to purchase a new system.  Also he feels that the assignors should all be sent the Guide to Procedures book (the new referees).  Jesus said that this can be done.
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Mark Wantroba said that all is good right now, see what happens in Milford if they are still short with numbers.

Mike Connor asked about youth referees needed for the Academy games.  Jesus stated that we need feedback regarding youth referees and he, John Collins, and Stan Kupinski will look into this issue.  

Paul Barbagallo mentioned that he has the most difficulty with the Premier League schedules.  He gets copies of them all from CJSA but they change so many times so it is difficult to assign them.  Bad weather and field should be the only reason these game schedules are changed.  He knows that they are told this at the scheduling meeting but change the games often seems to be the norm.  Paul would like an email to go out regarding the game changes in the Premier League.  This was done for the scheduling meeting and could be done for this as well.
 Jesus said that this is going to be a very difficult year for assigning referees – there are too many games and leagues to assign and not enough referees.  There are 44 USSF Academy games to assign – most will be played on Saturday and Sunday.  This will take three of the top level referees.  The WPSL Schedule, Super Y 20’s and W2 franchise in CT will also take top level referees.  We have to do something and work together as we will not be able to do all of these games.  There are simply not enough referees.
Pro Clinic – is not a clinic for the Grade 8 or Grade 7’s.  Jim will set something up for that group as you need it.  Both Paul and Mario were interested in this clinic for new referees.  Joe Maimone said that his April 26 tournament in Rocky Hill could help out here and we could work together for referees, mentors, and assessments.  Joe stated that for the two days they can train, there are mentors and senior referees there as well as the assessors.  The other training that works out well is the camp which has the same idea for our new young referees.  
There is a Premier Jamboree in Rocky Hill on March 30, April 5 and 6 and the new referees come and stay all day and work the games.  He would like the mentors there for them.  Jesus said that Joe should send him an email requesting this.  Joe will do this and he is also working on a list of names for the Academy game referees.  He will email this to Jesus as well.

March 24 there is an assignors meeting at 7PM in Rocky Hill.  Have your assignors come to this meeting.  Jesus feels that there is a total disconnection between assignors and CSRP.
Award Night will be held May 31 at Casa Mia at Mt. Carmel in East Hartford.  Cost is $36 per person.  
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May 23, 24, 25 there is the Oakwood Tournament and we need help – contact Jesus and Rick.  Jesus was given the name of Jim Stigliano.  Judy will make the same arrangements as she did last year.

Also Jesus said that they will need timers for the Pro Clinic.  Six lanes – need twelve timers.  Send Jesus an email with names of anyone who could be a timer.  

Respectfully submitted,

Gerry Koppe

State Referee Meeting

Minutes of 03/18/08

Present:  Jim Brown, Mike Connor, Jesus Zornoza, Craig Richardson, Mark Wantroba, Judy Whelan, Kathy Zolad, Rick Eddy, Joe Maimone, Stan Kupinski, Ken Brown, and Glen Randmer.

Kathy Zolad started the meeting at 7:30PM and welcomed any of the ARA/DRA’s to stay if they wanted to but their portion of the meeting was over.

Minutes from November 28, 2007 were attached for all to look over.  

Kathy stated that we have a new CSSA Representative with us tonight, Ken Brown and all welcomed him.

SRA:  Stan had submitted a breakdown of figures but the new batch of names will be going up very soon.  Numbers should be very close to the ones we have had previously.

ARA:  Chris Sinko in SE has moved to NJ and not able to do this job for us any longer.  He will be missed.  Frank Balantic has helped him in the past and will continue to do what he has been doing; however, we need a replacement for Chris.  The name of Eric Capodiece has been presented.  Jesus did not know anything about Eric and asked Kathy if she could check with Milan Keser, SE District VP to find out some information regarding his requirements for this job.  Jim Brown stated that he will also check with Frank Balantic for his input on Eric.
SYRA:  Jim stated that we need mentors for the camp at the University of RI.  We need to be bringing referees up from below – and we need a group effort here.  We are also changing our methods for referee training making it more hands on and less instructor intense.  We can do smaller groups with less hours involved and this will take place this coming year in the Fall.  The test will be ready at the end of the month.  This should help us to respond more quickly to our demands.  

SDA:  John Collins was not present.

State Director of Assignors:  Carl DalBon was not present.  Meeting in RI on March 24th, and you should invite as many assignors as possible.  We need help from the assignors and they have been sent emails, only the active ones, according to Joe Maimone.  

CSSA Representative:  Ken Brown stated that his biggest problem is discipline.  He needs more referees to do complete Report Writing – supplemental reports are a big part of the report.  Many discipline actions have been kicked out due to poor reports being submitted by the referees.  It is hard to justify suspensions when the reports are so vague.  
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Jesus said that we could introduce report writing into the online system.  Stan stated that this could be done.  Ken said that unless they submit a full report they should not get paid for the game.  We would need to start this in the beginning of the season and submit the names of those not submitting reports or showing up late.  All of these issues are addressed in the book but somehow we need to make it more important to the referees.

There were no questions regarding ARA and/or other submitted reports fro the SRC meeting.  

Chairperson’s Report:  Kathy mentioned that at the US Soccer AGM they stated that hiring Academy referees has worked quite well.  They are thinking about fulltime assistant referees next year.

Old Business: None.

New Business:  Kathy said that regarding Padded Goal Posts she has not had any problems with this issue, nor has Jesus.  High schools might require it on their fields.  There is nothing we can do about it; referees will inspect them as they normally do when reviewing the field and goals.  For the cup it will just be established ahead of time that it is a pre-existing condition and accepted by all competitors.
Referee Camp and Academy – the camp is on July 10-14, 14-18 at URI.  Academy is Memorial Day weekend at the Oakwood Invitational Tournament.  Also have it during CFC and Glastonbury tournaments.

Spring Season as Jesus had pointed out in the ARA meeting is going to be very difficult as our number of referees and the number of games both at adult and youth levels are not good.  We will have to handle USSF sponsored games – U16 & U18, Super Y, WPSL and pro games, W2 team in CT.  There is also the U20’s (Tony’s) – two games.  Jesus said that it is going to be a challenging Spring and we all need to help each other out to get through it.
Division 1 consists of CLS D1, U23’s D1, Amateur Soccer League D1.  World Soccer League will watch first set of games to determine if D1.  

Division 2 consists of Super 20 men and women Leagues, WPSL, W2 League, SASL over 30 cup.  Rest of the leagues are amateurs.

Lifetime membership:  US Soccer requirements need to be considered when determining lifetime members, self nomination was not one of them.  We will need to set the bar for what we think should be a lifetime members requirements.  Page 33 from US Soccer states the criteria that they use.  We will come up with some proper criteria and work from that point in determining who would be eligible for this honor.
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Kathy had comments regarding Region 1 – we need to standardize at regional level, this was their suggestion.

Good of the Game:  CSRP Award Night on May 31 at Casa Mia Mt. Carmel in East Hartford (off Roberts Street).  We are looking for nominees for the awards.

Also the clinic for State Cup will be held as the final gets closer, May 30 probably.

Mike said that the Adult State Cup, and other dates they have are Mother’s Day weekend, Father’s Day weekend, and the last week in June.  Then their season is done.
Meeting adjourned at 8:45 PM.  Our next meeting will be June 3, 2008 (Tuesday).

Respectfully submitted,

Gerry Koppe 

